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Methods for Antimicrobial Susceptibility 
Testing of Anaerobic Bacteria

This standard provides reference methods for determining 
minimal inhibitory concentrations of anaerobic bacteria by agar 
dilution and broth microdilution.

A standard for global application developed through the Clinical and Laboratory Standards Institute consensus process.

9th Edition
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Clinical and Laboratory Standards Institute 
Setting the standard for quality in medical laboratory testing around the world.

The Clinical and Laboratory Standards Institute (CLSI) is a not-for-pro!t membership organization that brings 
together the varied perspectives and expertise of the worldwide laboratory community for the advancement of a 
common cause: to foster excellence in laboratory medicine by developing and implementing medical laboratory 
standards and guidelines that help laboratories ful!ll their responsibilities with efficiency, effectiveness, and global 
applicability. 
 
Consensus Process

Consensus—the substantial agreement by materially affected, competent, and interested parties—is core to the 
development of all CLSI documents. It does not always connote unanimous agreement but does mean that the 
participants in the development of a consensus document have considered and resolved all relevant objections 
and accept the resulting agreement.  
 
Commenting on Documents

CLSI documents undergo periodic evaluation and modi!cation to keep pace with advances in technologies, 
procedures, methods, and protocols affecting the laboratory or health care.

CLSI’s consensus process depends on experts who volunteer to serve as contributing authors and/or as participants 
in the reviewing and commenting process. At the end of each comment period, the committee that developed 
the document is obligated to review all comments, respond in writing to all substantive comments, and revise the 
draft document as appropriate. 

Comments on published CLSI documents are equally essential and may be submitted by anyone, at any time, on 
any document. All comments are managed according to the consensus process by a committee of experts. 
 
Appeal Process

When it is believed that an objection has not been adequately considered and responded to, the process for 
appeal, documented in the CLSI Standards Development Policies and Processes, is followed.

All comments and responses submitted on draft and published documents are retained on !le at CLSI and are 
available upon request. 

Get Involved—Volunteer!
Do you use CLSI documents in your workplace? Do you see room for improvement? Would you like to get  
involved in the revision process? Or maybe you see a need to develop a new document for an emerging 
technology? CLSI wants to hear from you. We are always looking for volunteers. By donating your time and talents 
to improve the standards that affect your own work, you will play an active role in improving public health across 
the globe.

For additional information on committee participation or to submit comments, contact CLSI.

Clinical and Laboratory Standards Institute
950 West Valley Road, Suite 2500 
Wayne, PA 19087 USA 
P: +1.610.688.0100
F: +1.610.688.0700
www.clsi.org
standard@clsi.org
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&OLQLFDO�DQG�/DERUDWRU\�6WDQGDUGV�,QVWLWXWH�VWDQGDUG�0��²Methods for Antimicrobial Susceptibility Testing of Anaerobic Bacteria 
GHVFULEHV�WKH�UHIHUHQFH�VWDQGDUG�DJDU�GLOXWLRQ�PHWKRG��:DGVZRUWK��DQG�WKH�DOWHUQDWLYH�EURWK�PLFURGLOXWLRQ�PHWKRG��$QWLPLFURELDO�
UHVLVWDQFH� SDWWHUQV� IRU� PDQ\� DQDHURELF� EDFWHULD� KDYH� FKDQJHG� VLJQLILFDQWO\� RYHU� WKH� SDVW� VHYHUDO� \HDUV�� UHVXOWLQJ� LQ� D� ODFN� RI�
SUHGLFWDELOLW\�IRU�PDQ\�VSHFLHV��6XVFHSWLELOLW\�WHVWLQJ�RI�DQDHUREHV�LV�UHFRPPHQGHG�IRU�VXUYHLOODQFH�SXUSRVHV�DQG�IRU�VSHFLILF�FOLQLFDO�
VLWXDWLRQV��7KH�DJDU�GLOXWLRQ�PHWKRG� LV�ZHOO� VXLWHG� IRU� VXUYHLOODQFH� WHVWLQJ�DQG� UHVHDUFK�� ,W� LV�DOVR� WKH� VWDQGDUG�ZLWK�ZKLFK�RWKHU�
PHWKRGV�DUH�FRPSDUHG��7KH�DOWHUQDWLYH�PHWKRG��EURWK�PLFURGLOXWLRQ��LV�ZHOO�VXLWHG�IRU�WKH�PHGLFDO�ODERUDWRU\�EXW�LV�FXUUHQWO\�OLPLWHG�
WR�WHVWLQJ�Bacteroides VSS��DQG�Parabacteroides VSS��RUJDQLVPV�DQG�VHOHFWHG�DQWLPLFURELDO�DJHQWV��4&�FULWHULD�IRU�HDFK�SURFHGXUH�DUH�
DOVR�GHVFULEHG��7KLV�VWDQGDUGL]HG�SURFHGXUH��ZKHQ�XVHG�LQ�FRQMXQFWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�0�����WDEOHV��LQFOXGHV�WKH�PRVW�FXUUHQW�LQIRUPDWLRQ�
IRU�GUXJ�VHOHFWLRQ��LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ��4&��DQG�DQWLELRJUDP�UHSRUWV��:KHQ�QHZ�SUREOHPV�DUH�UHFRJQL]HG�RU�LPSURYHPHQWV�LQ�WKHVH�FULWHULD�
DUH�PDGH��FKDQJHV�ZLOO�EH�LQFRUSRUDWHG�LQWR�IXWXUH�HGLWLRQV�RI�WKLV�VWDQGDUG�DQG�LQ�0������
�
&OLQLFDO�DQG�/DERUDWRU\�6WDQGDUGV�,QVWLWXWH��&/6,���Methods for Antimicrobial Susceptibility Testing of Anaerobic Bacteria���WK�HG��
&/6,�VWDQGDUG�0����,6%1�������������������>3ULQW@��,6%1�������������������>(OHFWURQLF@���&OLQLFDO�DQG�/DERUDWRU\�6WDQGDUGV�
,QVWLWXWH������:HVW�9DOOH\�5RDG��6XLWH�������:D\QH��3HQQV\OYDQLD�������86$��������
��
7KH�&OLQLFDO�DQG�/DERUDWRU\�6WDQGDUGV�,QVWLWXWH�FRQVHQVXV�SURFHVV��ZKLFK�LV�WKH�PHFKDQLVP�IRU�PRYLQJ�D�GRFXPHQW�WKURXJK�WZR�
RU�PRUH�OHYHOV�RI�UHYLHZ�E\�WKH�KHDOWK�FDUH�FRPPXQLW\��LV�DQ�RQJRLQJ�SURFHVV��8VHUV�VKRXOG�H[SHFW�UHYLVHG�HGLWLRQV�RI�DQ\�JLYHQ�
GRFXPHQW��%HFDXVH�UDSLG�FKDQJHV�LQ�WHFKQRORJ\�PD\�DIIHFW�WKH�SURFHGXUHV��PHWKRGV��DQG�SURWRFROV� LQ�D�VWDQGDUG�RU�JXLGHOLQH��
XVHUV�VKRXOG�UHSODFH�RXWGDWHG�HGLWLRQV�ZLWK�WKH�FXUUHQW�HGLWLRQV�RI�&/6,�GRFXPHQWV��&XUUHQW�HGLWLRQV�DUH�OLVWHG�LQ�WKH�&/6,�FDWDORJ�
DQG�SRVWHG�RQ�RXU�ZHEVLWH�DW�ZZZ�FOVL�RUJ��,I�\RX�RU�\RXU�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�LV�QRW�D�PHPEHU�DQG�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�EHFRPH�RQH��RU�WR�UHTXHVW�
D� FRS\� RI� WKH� FDWDORJ�� FRQWDFW� XV� DW�� 7HOHSKRQH�� ����������������� )D[�� ����������������� (�0DLO�� FXVWRPHUVHUYLFH#FOVL�RUJ��
:HEVLWH��ZZZ�FOVL�RUJ��
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